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such a risk, and I did not hesitate to join him. We had hardly been conversing
half an hour before we were met by a police sub-inspector and the  Chiel
Immigration Officer, who arrested Mr. Gandhi on a warrant from Dundee,
charging him with removing indentured Indians from Natal.  He was driven
away at once, and as these hundreds of people were leaderless, did not know
where their camping ground was for the night, or where they were to get their
rations next day, the authorities having refused the responsibility of taking charge
of them and providing for them, I had no option but to accept the responsi-
bility of leading the people to Greylingstad, where we camped on the open
veld for the night, and the next day to Balfour, about 13 miles beyond. Here
the police officer and the Chief Immigration Officer asked me to discuss the
situation with them.   They informed me that they were instructed to order
the arrest of all the people as prohibited immigrants in the Transvaal and
to deport them to Gharlestown, in Natal, where they would be arrested on
local charges by the Natal authorities.   They asked me to co-operate with
them in entraining the men so as to avoid disturbance and the intervention
of the squad of police that had arrived.  I told them  that,  in the circum-
stances, I would co-operate with them cordially, as they now  assumed the
responsibility of feeding and sheltering the people, but that, had they not given
me that assurance, I was prepared to continue to march with the men until
either they were arrested or I, and I offered to place myself at their disposal
for arrest then if they desired to hold me. They replied that they had no desire
whatever to do so and thanked me for my offer of service. Later, when the
people were arrested, some of the more defiant spirits, who did not know me
refused to entrain until they received the instruction from Mr. Gandhi, and
carrying the mass with them, they proceeded to resume the inarch. I at once
stood in front of them and urged them to remember their status as passive
resisters. Eventually I prevailed upon them to follow me to the station where
they all entrained peacefully. I am sure  it would have been impossible to
entrain them had I not been present, and the men  would  probably have
been goaded into violent reprisals by police tactlessness and military bruta-
lity.   I  was specially thanked by   the police officials in charge and also,
subsequently, by the magistrate here. As I did not know exactly what might
happen at Charlestown, and in order to assist the authorities to keep order in
case of need, I travelled down with the first train.  Shortly afterwards I was
arrested and brought to Volksrust. Yesterday  both Mr. Kallenbach (whose
name is no doubt well-known to Your Lordship—he is the owner of Tolstoy
Farm, where the passive resisters were maintained in the last struggle,'a German
by nationality, a Jew, like myself, by religion, and an architect by profession)
and I were charged before the magistrate with aiding and abetting in the
introduction of prohibited immigrants into the Transvaal. A remand until to-
morrow was asked for by the prosecution.   We were refused bail as we de-
clined to give an assurance that meanwhile we would take no further part

